
Appendix 1 

The Car Cruises PSPO Consultation Analysis. 
Report prepared by D Skinner 
 
Summary  
A total of 1,200 people accessed the campaign which ran from 14th February to 14th 
March 2023 of that 269 responded online, the Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner 
for Essex also submitted a response as a statutory consultee who endorsed the 
proposal. The consultation also had over 1,000 people aware and informed about this 
consultation, this means that they visited the project page or downloaded the 
documents, looked at the survey but chose not to submit a response. 
 
The consultation include a survey with questions and a free text boxes for further 
comments, there were various Public Space Protection Order documents available to 
download or view online, 377 individuals used that option (breakdown below) 
 

• 97 – Car Cruises PSPO Order Draft  
• 280 – Car Cruises PSPO Map of Restricted Area 

 
The consultation was promoted across social media and was available on the Councils 
interactive consultation portal https://yoursay.southend.gov.uk/  it was also made 
available in a hardcopy format if requested. 
 
The overall consensus from those responding was that they supported and 
understood what the Council is trying to achieve in considering adopting a PSPO for 
Car Cruises to assist with the protection and safety for all those using the city.  
 
Some of the individual comments received felt that better organisation and 
collaboration would improve these events as a majority of those participating did not 
create an issue and felt it was a small minority causing the anti-social behaviour. They 
also identified the challenge on how it is to be enforced and monitored once the 
PSPO is adopted.  
 
*The full comments received  from the online element of the consultation can be found 
in Appendix 1a at the end of this report. 
 
 
 
  

https://yoursay.southend.gov.uk/


Full Breakdown of questions  
 
1. Do you support the proposed Car Cruise PSPO 

 
 

The majority of those responding highlighted that they support the proposed car 
cruise PSPO.  
 
2. Do you agree with the proposed restricted area as shown in the plan? 

 
 

Of those responding 73% identified that they do support the proposed restrictions in 
the restricted area shown in the plan under the PSPO. 
 

74%

25%

1%

Q1 Do you support the proposed Car Cruise PSPO

Yes No I don't have an opinion

73%

24%

3%

Q2 Do you agree with the proposed restricted area as shown in the plan

Yes No I don't have an opinion



3. Thinking about the Car Cruises how much of a problem is each of the following 
actions/behaviours? 

 
This was a single response question with a majority of those responding highlighting 
that nearly all of the behaviours identified were a very big problem, requiring 
preventative action, the top 3 were 

1. driving at excessive speeds  
2. racing other roads users and conduct that is likely to cause danger to others 

(pedestrians/road users)  
3. performing stunts in a motor vehicle 
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Nitrous Oxide use

Parking and exiting motor vehicle whilst left in a non-designated
parking space

Shouting, swearing, abusing, or otherwise intimidating another
person

Dropping litter

Performing stunts in Motor Vehicles

Racing other Motor Vehicles

Driving in convoy

Driving at excessive speed

Conduct that causes or is likely to cause Public Nuisance

Conduct that causes or is likely to cause damage or risk of
damage to any property

Conduct that causes or is likely to cause danger to road users
and pedestrians

Excessive noise of any kind including but not limited to Horns,
music, or noise from vehicle modifications when an Authorised

Officer has asked you to stop

Q3 Thinking about the Car Cruises how much of a problem is each of the following 
actions/behaviours?

A very big problem, requiring preventative action A fairly big problem, requiring preventative action

Not a very big problem Not a problem at all

No opinion



4. Have any of the following Car Cruise behaviours had a detrimental impact on your 
quality of life within the proposed restricted area 

 
This was a single response question. For all behaviours addressed, the majority 
stated that it had at least a “somewhat detrimental” impact on their quality of life 
within the city. In relation to all the behaviours listed, ‘driving in a convoy’ was identifi
ed as having a detrimental impact on the least amount of people. Nonetheless, this  
still had a detrimental impact on more people than not.  
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Q4 Have any of the following Car Cruise behaviours had a detrimental impact on your quality of life within 
the proposed restricted area

Strong detrimental impact Somewhat detrimental impact

No detrimental impact Not applicable



5. Do you have any other comments or observations relating to Car Cruises, the 
Proposed Order or the Proposed Restricted Area. 

 
 
This was an open text response following on from the above question with 158 
responding online, the comments were linked together by themes and the majority of 
those responding highlighted that Southend is synonymous with car cruises and felt 
there should be better organisation and more collaboration with the Police and City 
council so these events could continue as not all those participating engaged in the 
detrimental behaviour. Noise due to the modification of vehicles (cars/bikes etc.) were 
also a key concern closely followed by how this is to be enforced and monitored. 
 
All comments can be found in the Appendices at the end of this document.  
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6. Do you 

 
 
7. Postcode 

 
 
28% of those responding lived in the SS0 area which is the Westcliff area, ( which 
covers Chalkwell Esplanade to Western Esplanade (up to the Cenotaph) with 23% of 
those living in Leigh.  Overall 91% identified that they lived in the town, with only 4% 
saying they live outside the city or are a visitor to the area. 
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Statutory Bodies Response 
 
We received one email from the Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner for Essex 
 
 Statutory Response  
 Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner for Essex (PFCC) response 22/02/2023. 

The PFCC is supportive of this PSPO and recognises one of the substantial 
benefits is it can be enforced by both Police and council workers, enabling 
stronger partnership working and additional capacity to monitor and respond to 
the outlined behaviour. The PSPO imposing conditions on car cruising and 
associated issues in this area will allow quicker, proportionate enforcement to be 
taken by those who breach it. 
 
The car cruising PSPO in Canvey Island in 2022 proved to be a very useful tool 
for the council and local policing to tackle car cruising related issues, we 
therefore expect to see positive outcomes for the Southend District PSPO. 
 
This PSPO clearly outlays the activities in question, definitions, outcomes, and 
appeal process. It is an effective tool in managing and reducing car cruising. In 
terms of the activities prohibited by this Order that include; conduct that causes 
or is likely to cause danger to road users and pedestrians, highlights the safety 
risks involved, and evidences the detrimental effect on the quality of life for those 
in the locality. The second condition also appears to have been met, in that the 
effect, or likely effect, of such conduct is likely to be persistent, unreasonable and 
justifies the restrictions imposed by the notice. 
The PFCC questions if powers under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 
should be considered as a more proportionate response to litter offences and 
alternative to inclusion in the PSPO. The issue of a fixed penalty notice is an 
effective tool to address the issue. 
 
The PFCC recommends further consideration of the inclusion of Nitrous Oxide, as 
it is challenging to evidence use. Nitrous oxide is normally treated as a 
“psychoactive substance” under the Psychoactive Substances Act 2016. 
Producing, supplying, and importing/exporting psychoactive substances for 
human consumption is illegal, however it is not illegal to possess psychoactive 
substances unless it's with intent to supply. 
It should be noted that the deployment of Essex Police operational resources 
remains at the discretion of the Chief Constable, however we consulted with the 
South LPA Commander for local policing who is supportive of the PSPO to deal 
with car cruises. The LPA Commander fed back they welcome additional 
powers/tools to address the issue and the deployment of police would be done 
where possible, subject to operational demand. This would consist of local 
officers, proactive teams as well as wider Essex Police assets (eg Road Policing 
colleagues) and they will work closely with the local authority to plan effective 
deployments. 
 
The PFCC works closely with Southend CSP and is keen for activity to be driven 
by the Partnership. We note that the proposed PSPO would support the strategic 
priorities of the Partnership, as well as our vision to keep Essex communities safe 



and secure. The PSPO targets behaviour in line with the PFCC’s priorities as 
articulated in the Police and Crime Plan, particularly “improving safety on our 
roads”. 
 
Consideration of how to communicate and embed this PSPO should be given, 
recognising some of the challenges it may present for those individuals or 
communities affected. We support the LPA Commander’s comments and also 
recommend obvious, large clear signage of the PSPO in the areas covered by the 
Order. 
 
This PSPO should help reduce car cruising, associated anti-social behaviour and 
keep the wider community safer. 
 
Overall, we feel that the PSPO seems proportionate to the detrimental effect that 
activities associated with car cruising is causing, and appropriate to prevent it 
from continuing or occurring in the first instance. 

  



Appendix 1a 
 
Full comments submitted online for q5 
 Comments 
1.  I think its lovely to see the vehicles that the drivers have spent so much 

time and money on. make the cruises legal and they will bring trade to the 
town.  

2.  The route leading from the seafront out to the A127 should have more of a 
police presence at night due to excessive speeding, dangerous driving 
and exhaust noise. This also takes place nightly at the Tesco roundabout 
on the A127.  

3.  The events can bring people into the City. Perhaps some better organised, 
less frequent events, such as the motor cycle event may be an attraction 
and bring visitors to the City 

4.  I miss the custom cars driving around the seafront it was enjoyed by so 
many.  

5.  I feel it is absolutely ridiculous that motorists and the motor car itself are 
being demonised, Negligible issues are being blown out of proportion 
when there are far bigger issues and concerns on this planet than a few 
young men and women having a bit of fun. I would like to add how is it in a 
democratic country we are trying to limit and take away people's freedom. 
This is Southend on sea in England not communist Russia or Nazi 
Germany. 

6.  I no longer go out on the nights Car Cruises take place as I do not feel 
safe, either as a driver or a pedestrian. When I have gone out I have felt 
intimidated by the number of people cars and noise in general.  

7.  I'm more concerned about general anti-social behaviour in public spaces 
than anything related specifically to car cruises. The police are invisible.  

8.  Although this covers the whole of the city, monitoring of the roads leading 
to the seafront should be monitored and the use of noise reading 
devices/cameras should be installed in residential areas. 

9.  I think that the perception of these events is wrong. If capitalised on, car 
cruises could provide tourist income for the city, perhaps an event could 
be organised officially? In collaboration with the current car meet 
societies? I think to attempt to stop these events altogether is futile and 
short sighted, events such as Southend Shakedown were so loved! We 
have the perfect location in the seafront and there’s no saying it has to be 
in the busiest areas. Whilst I appreciate the current concerns, don’t you 
think that they will simply gather elsewhere? It seems to me having a 
controlled event would be a best of both scenario  

10.  The council seem to be set on preventing these car meets. How about turn 
it around and generate business for the town.  Allow safe car meets to 
take place. 
They be been happening for years and todays meets are safer than they 
be ever been! 

11.  I am so disappointed that this is not being supported and embraced. You 
have a load of people who would take part in this. Went not have mobile 
mechanics. Police traffic officers communicating and working with the 
visitors. Pop up milkshake bars and spares. This is an amazing opportunity 



to make something very positive and you're just trying to shut it down. 
Shame on you 

12.  It seems to me that these drivers have no regard for other people, the law, 
and our city! 
It’s been a problem for many years. I’m extremely pleased that there might 
be light at the end of the tunnel. 

13.  As a life long resident, I feel that Southend and the seafront is a place for 
everyone to come and enjoy, legally, in their own way.  
From my (small) experience, the majority of car enthusiasts come in peace 
to display their pride and joy and check out the motors of other 
enthusiasts. As with most groups or sub cultures, a minority can act up and 
spoil a nice evening.  

14.  The council should promote car events and supply stewards the car 
owners should register their vehicles before they arrive in Southend to 
show them off 

15.  Excessive noise, no worse than any day tripper blaring music with the 
windows down, but you don't do anything to stop that. Danger to road 
users and pedestrians, not as bad as day trippers that walk into the cycle 
lane, but you don't do anything to stop that. Cause damage, never seem 
any damage. Excess speed/racing, never seem any but there are already 
laws in place to cover this so if you think it is a problem then why haven't 
you arrested them? Driving in Convoy, i guess you mean like the taxi 
drivers who bring down the handicapped children every year, never a 
problem.  Dropping litter, not as bad and any McDs drive through, but you 
don't do anything to stop that.  Swearing and shouting, how about doing 
something about the shouting and swearing in the evening at Chase High 
football pitches, they shout and swear much more than any car drivers, 7 
days a week. Parking in non designated space, give them a ticket. You are 
making a mountain out of a molehill, there are far worse things in the City 
than a few youngsters showing off their cars. 

16.  Your question about nitrous oxide use didn’t make it clear whether it is 
cars or humans. Reducing the human consumption of nitrous oxide is a big 
problem and I welcome any actions to clamp down on this. It isn’t the 
motorists doing this either. The usage of nitrous oxide within combustion 
engines for performances reasons; no issue at all providing the driver is 
using this safely in the correct environment.  
I grew up in the hey day of car cruises on the seafront and they were an 
important part of my growing up and of southends historical culture. We 
need to find a way to welcome the convoys and the enthusiasts while 
stopping the small minority of trouble makers.  

17.  No problem with organised car events ie: Southend Sea front with vintage 
cars over chosen weekends.Family enjoyment. 

18.  I wonder how this is going to be enforced, real police officers have the 
necessary powers but are understaffed and under funded.  
And no one will take any notice of pretend officers or security guards. 
I think it best to embrace the cruisers, make them welcome and let them 
run the cruises in conjunction with the police and council. 
Southend should be encouraging car and motorcycle cruises to the town, 
it’s good for businesses and tourism. 



Southend is not Frinton or a sleepy country town, it’s a city now, let’s 
encourage visitors, not push them away. 

19.  As long as they are limited to several/once a year, I think it’s great for the 
town traders and spectators  

20.  Of particular interest to me is the area of seafront to the west of the pier, 
going past the Genting Casino. I live on the top of the cliffs, on Westcliff 
Parade and am particularly impacted by noise from such event, sometimes 
going on late at night, in the summer. 

21.  noise restrictions for all motor vehicles &amp; motor bikes should be 
enforced in law . 

22.  These events are ruining the sea-front.  
23.  Not enough is done by police to deter the constant racing and speeding 

along Victoria Avenue and the seafront. Please please do more, for the 
sake of our mental health with regard to constant excessive noise into the 
night, and for the safety of everyone else on the roads and streets 

24.  I think the area should be extended to include the Two Tree Island car 
park, as this is immediately adjacent to the proposed plan, and could be 
used as a gathering place.   

25.  Surely the Police have enough powers to deal with the anti-social 
elements without this extra order. A well-supervised event could bring a 
great deal of money to businesses in the city. 

26.  Speed bumps in new road are needed! 
27.  Safety cameras are needed! 
28.  The Proposed Order could be more strict, without the need to have been 

asked to stop the behaviour.  
29.  It doesn’t affect me directly but stops me using the area at certain times 
30.  I am 65 years old. I am a car enthusiast. I attend a number of classic car 

events and that entails driving in convoy with other like minded people. 
We are always mindful of the law and not to cause a nuisance. Please do 
not tar all car enthusiasts with the same brush and exclude law abiding use 
of our cars. If you put these restrictions in place it will also affect those just 
enjoying their hobby in a respectful way. Classic cars are always well 
received by the general public and local businesses can obviously reap 
the benefit of a Classic Car meet. 

31.  Just another kiljoy rule  
32.   I feel it is about time that Southend council made good on their promise of 

many years ago to make parking on the pavements illegal, via a bye-law. I 
was told that the council would delay doing so until the government 
decided whether or not to bring in a nationwide law. This did not happen 
so why have  Southend council not proceeded to bring in a bye-law as 
promised? 

33.  If Southend City Council actually planned and ran these events safely, then 
only those that have applied can attend and those that haven't, can be 
denied access by having to display a 'permit'.  Those without a permit 
should be made to pull over and be given an order to leave. You never 
actually close off the main seafront and you never plan these things fully 
so you expect the Police to pick up your mess and then moan when they 
use tactics to tackle the few teenage idiots that spoil things. 



34.  Perhaps a designated area some where could be found to hold these 
meetings under supervision, not all of these people are hooligans just car 
enthusiasts which some members of the public enjoy watching but in any 
case any meeting must be within the traffic laws. 

35.  From the traffic lights at the Kursaal up Southchurch Avenue towards the 
roundabout gets used as a drag strip, for not only cars but motorcycles 
too. 

36.  Let them have fun but stop dangerous behaviour. Let’s make Southend a 
place where interesting things happen not a back water for fuddy duddies 
and snobs 

37.  It really about time that something as as positive as the PSPO was invoked. 
I live on the seafront and summers are an absolute nightmare, for all of the 
reasons that are included in the survey. Have the police 'service' given up 
on Construction and Use Regulations and Inconsiderate and Dangerous 
driving?  

38.  I think the order is too restrictive,. I would like to see the council working 
with cruises to make them an entertaining event that attracts more visitors,  
I see far more rubbish left by people who have spent the day on the 
beach, than cruisers, of course all should be encouraged to dispose of 
rubbish responsibly, but to target cruisers is one sided.  

39.  Almost everything on your proposed list of prohibited activities already 
illegal.  
All I can see this doing is preventing driving in convoy, which is not in itself 
a problem and takes business away from the area. 

40.  Without consequences for this behaviour it will never stop.  The police can 
only deal with this horrendous problem if they have the full backing of stiff 
penalties that are strictly enforced by the courts.  Southend should be a 
safe place for families at all times.  Families support seafront businesses. If 
word gets around that the seafront is virtually a no-go area due to  
aggressive car use that holds up traffic, families will go elsewhere. Local 
ratepayers also have the right to sleep at night, which they cannot do 
while the explosions of modified engines and sounding of horns goes on 
into the small hours. 

41.  Why would driving in convoy be a problem? I've done on Classic Car rallies 
for years. 
Regarding Nitrous Oxide use; the survey seems ambiguous as it doesn't 
specify whether it is referring to the use of nitrous oxide in car fuel systems 
or the inhalations of the gas. 

42.  Southend used to close off a section of the seafront to allow for organised 
car cruising  and this seemed to be regulated and attended by the police 
and actually made a family event perhaps once a month 
When this happened it seemed to give the cruisers a chance to show off 
vehicles officially and this then meant less unauthorised events 

43.  the element relating to driving in convey providing not breaking any 
speeding laws i dont personally see as an issue at all.  

44.  I have young children and these events make safe places unsafe  
45.  Need organised events for all car enthusiasts not just those who are 

socially acceptable  



46.  We have all of this several times a week.. Around Temple  Farm Industrial 
Estate 

47.  The poor people that live in that area, must suffer noise, pollution and God 
knows what else. It can be dangerous, in the fact, when racing to 'outdo' 
each other, properties could be crashed into or they could end up on the 
beach, where people may be walking, so emergency services are then 
affected and they have enough to put up with, as well as being 
understaffed.  

48.  I think car cruises a big part of Southend’s history and go hand in hand 
with Amusements/fun that seaside resorts offer, with people attending 
them from far and wide. Therefore with these PSPOs (as well as the many 
other restrictions you ar replacing on the populace with your other PSPOs ( 
bbqs on the beach) you are reducing tourism in the area which will affect 
the local businesses plus you are altering Southends culture down to what 
the minority or old, boring, non-fun loving population who inhabit the areas 
by the sea want it to be! All the car cruises, beach bbqs etc were there 
when they purchased the properties so they knew what they would be 
living with, but now you succumb to their every whim. 

49.  Being a resident of Victoria Ave the above comments relate to all forms of 
motorised transport including motorcycles. Not just car cruises. 

50.  I think the car cruise’s are good for our young residents, they just need to 
be managed, The anti social points you raised are as always by a small 
minority, let’s encourage young people to enjoy there passions, Car 
cruise’s in Southend have been going on for a long time, they used to 
drive between the two roundabouts on the golden mile with large crowds 
gathered to see them once a month until  they were pushed off and ended 
up on the Westcliff seafront. 

51.  I'm not into the car cruising "scene" at all, but I do enjoy looking at them if 
they're there when I'm walking my dog. I've never experienced any issues 
at all. I like that they come to Southend to show off their cars, I've lived 
here since I was 5 (I'm now 34) and I always remember them doing this on 
the seafront. It's something that we should embrace instead of trying to put 
a stop to it. I would assume a lot of the people that attend events like this 
will go on to spend money in the town which can only be a good thing. 
Please, stop listening to to minority that complain! I'm concerned that most 
residents don't know that this online survey system exists and so will have 
no say in most things. 

52.  They should be banned and cars taken away from participants. Driving 
bans given out.fines issued 

53.  Sooner the better  
54.  Late night bike racing along the sea front past the ridgeway to Leigh 

station with this route used as the race track with excessive speed wakes 
us up most weekends, nearly all in summer. The same with modified cars 
that are intended to have noisy exhausts disturb the peace constantly in 
summer as cars pass along the ridgeway up the sea front  , it is impossible 
to have normal conversation when they pass and at night it is a particular 
problem as I assume they are leaving meet ups and returning home  

55.  I have answered the questions on the basis of being a Police Officer trying 
to deal with this issue in the 80s, yes 40 years ago! I have also been a 



resident of Eastwood most of my life. I am still bothered by this boisterous 
behaviour as drivers pass my house in Green Lane, doing excessive speed 
in modified vehicles, making noise with their exhaust systems (spitting 
back and popping). 
I stay well away from the seafront, between The Kursaal and Shorefields 
Road as I have no desire to be involved with this contemptuous behaviour. 
Several generations of drivers have been involved since the 'cruising' 
craze began. I support the initiative but nothing in the past has worked. 
Some of the original offenders, who attended from far and wide will now 
be in their old age.  
The Kursaal roundabout and junction with Southchurch Avenue was 
redesigned at great public expense, solely to control the 'cruisers' and to 
prevent them doing the loop between The Kursaal and Pier Hill bumper to 
bumper. The 20mph speed limit came later. The Pier Hill roundabout was 
modified to stop the other circuit up Pier Hill, Royal Terrace, Royal Mews, 
Alexandra Street back to Southchurch Avenue . They moved to Western 
Esplanade.  
I suggest this problem is the result of watered down law enforcement 
combined with lack of will by Police to enforce even the basic regulations, 
like window tint, misuse of fog lights, incorrectly spaced registration plates, 
a lack of penalties for modifying the vehicles without informing insurers, 
noise pollution from ridiculously loud sound systems........ 
One thing is certain. Without regular and proactive enforcement, by 
committed individuals, the new initiative will not work. 

56.  Nos shouldn’t be used on public roads may be if arena Essex was still 
open u wouldn’t have this problem or give them a place to do it but you 
will never stop the car meets bring back the 90s of Southend seafront with 
the cars  

57.  I’m astonished that this kind of behaviour has been allowed to continue for 
so long. Glad something is now being done 

58.  Takes a lot of police resources 
59.  In my experience, when it comes to car cruise days and day to day traffic 

in general, the main problems have been driving in convoy, speeding 
vehicles and bikes and excessive noise from numerous cars and bikes that 
have been modified. The noise of levels of some of the bikes and vehicles 
involved is surely above legal limits, and could be regarded as a public 
nuisance. 

60.  There needs to be resources to enforce plans such as noise cameras, a 
hot line to report incidents and awareness campaign to make people more 
aware of impact on residents and businesses of anti social activity. Fines 
could be used to fund such resources 

61.  The installation of sound meter operated traffic cameras as found in 
London to issue fines the same as for speeding in particular the residential 
areas on the sea front where excessive noise from nitrous oxide is 
frequent at the weekends. It sounds like a war zone at times and is of 
great concern and disturbance to the elderly and vulnerable in the area. 

62.  Why only nitrous oxide, surely it should cover all drugs? 
I object to the whole of the City being included , this is ridiculous,  I 
experience more problems when authorities become involved and stop 



traffic completely. Many of those that will be ‘caught’ by this heavy handed 
approach are just out with their cars meeting friends and enjoying the 
Central Seafront. Perhaps if the parking along City beach had not been so 
awfully concretely blocked up you might not have needed to extend the 
area to cover all parts. The current controls are fine.  

63.  Unfortunately I think this will just move the problem elsewhere 
64.  The important thing is that the authorities, especcially the police try to 

work pro-actively to close down such events before thay have even 
started. Monitoring large numbers of modified cars arriving into the area is 
a clear indicator that something is brewing. 

65.  Being shouted at by motorists whilst walking along pavement which was 
obviously intended to make me jump. 

66.  Saturday nights are a nightmare. Cars noise so loud even disturbed in high 
rise block on cliffs opposite Genting on seafront  

67.  I live in Tower Court and this anti social behaviour is not just restricted to 
car cruises it is a CONSTANT nuisance which is severely detrimental to our 
quality of life. Cars park down on the seafront by Genting Casino and have 
their music blaring out so loud that our windows vibrate! Sometimes we 
can’t hear our television over their music! They also sit and rev their cars 
and the banging noise is so loud it’s like fireworks going off. This can go 
on past midnight so is very disruptive to our evening enjoyment and 
sleeping. We simply can’t sleep while they are there. This isn’t just 
weekends either it’s midweek too….generally they don’t even turn up till 9 
or 10pm and then just create noise until very late. Sadly the few people 
that do this spoil it for the genuine car meet ups who want to come and 
show their cars off and go home quietly at 9pm. I wouldn’t have an issue 
with this say once a month but unfortunately I feel all cars need to be 
prevented from gathering and showing off their excessively noisy 
speakers and their loud popping cars as there will always be some that 
stay on and continue the racket! I hope that the council will instigate this 
PSPO but most importantly that THEY WILL ENFORCE IT and that it will 
cover all cars every evening and not just when there are organised car 
meets/cruises. I also hope the council will install noise cameras to deter 
this antisocial behaviour. Sadly there are people out there who have no 
consideration for the hundreds of residents that live in the area along 
Westcliff Parade and personally I am sick and tired of it and fed up with 
having to phone the police to report them…..and that nothing is ever done 
anyway. It seems to get worse and worse every year. 

68.  I live on Clifftown Parade above Western Esplanade. The congregation of 
cars as such is not an issue to me if the drivers are responsible. It is the 
noise and disturbance, often late into the evening, created by vehicle 
noise and loud music that affects me. It amazes me how the sound travels. 
The rubbish left behind is annoying for those that actually live locally and 
the council having to clear it up. 

69.   Dear Madam/Sir, 
My comments as follows: 
1. The Order says:  
‘Public Nuisance’ refers to behaviour where a person: 
(a) 



(i) Does an act, or 
(ii) Omits to do an act 
(b) The person’s act or omission; 
(i) Creates a risk of, or causes, serious harm to the public or a section of 
the public, or 
(ii) Obstructs the public or a section of the public in the exercise or 
enjoyment of a right that may be exercised or enjoyed by the public at 
large 
(a) i and ii and (b)i and ii - in whose opinion? That of an authorised officer or 
a member of the public or both? 
As above re para 6 The Activities - in whose opinion are i - xii determined?  
2. If the FPN is challenged then ultimately the court decides - therefore 
evidence must be gathered to support the FPN by the accuser/s (the 
person with the opinion, above), so who gathers that evidence and when? 
3. Who are the Council's Authorised Officers (AO)? 
4. Will the Council be pro-actively deploying AOs to help deter such 
events/actions/offences covered by this Order? 
5. Or will the Council be reliant upon the Police to help deter such 
events/actions/offences covered by this Order? 
6. Why does this Order need to happen - do the Police not have enough 
powers to deal with such events ie stop them?  
7. What additional human resources (as in Authorised Officers) will the 
Police and the Council be deploying to police such events both 
reactionary and pre-emptively when the Order is in place? 
8. What will be the practical difference between the current situation 
without this Order, and the situation with this Order in place ie fewer 
events, more Authorised Officers pro-actively policing the streets? 
9. This Order, this survey, the associated meetings and so on must take up 
huge resources - so, the answer to question 8, above, is really important. 
10. The FPN of £100 (s17) is a fraction of what a set of tyres, or some 
engine modifications would cost, therefore it seems very low. Even the 
Level 3 fine of £1000 seems low. 
I'm left wondering why this is all necessary. I'd rather see more police and 
council enforcement officers on the ground - real people doing real law 
enforcement, and deterring/preventing it. 
Also, if the Council are going down this route for such matters, can they 
please do the same in respect of illegal use of electric scooters and bikes - 
used increasingly frequently on pavements, cycle lanes, and roads (even a 
local postie uses one)? And as I witnessed recently someone even 
scooted right in front of police officers in the High Street, who ignored the 
scooterist. 
In conclusion I welcome the Council's acknowledgement that such events 
need stopping; however, like any law or rule, it needs enforcement to be 
effective (a current cross-society lack of enforcement is arguably leading 
to a more lawless society, where increasing numbers of people consider 
challenges to their actions a personal affront and they react accordingly, 
often with violence or abuse). 
I trust that my questions and comments above will be considered and 
answered by Council following the conclusion of this survey. 



Many thanks, 
Yours faithfully 

70.  This list is quite extensive, and goes beyond a few boy-racers on the 
seafront, encompassing the entire borough. You seem to want to ban 
everything; presumably classic car rallies would also be anti-social. Instead 
of banning everything and every event that might bring the much needed 
visitors to this fading, failing seaside town, why don't you use your 
considerable powers to enforce the rules we have with the small minority 
of people who do any or all of the above on a regular basis. Instead, you 
slam the majority of the people who do none of these things. EG there is a 
problem for pedestrians and others with the way people speed along 
Canewdon Road and crash the Hamlet court Road traffic lights. Very 
dangerous, could be dealt with either by CCTV and mobile enforcement, 
but no. Let's slap an order on all the people of Southend. It's lazy and 
authoritarian. I hate living here now, after 23 years, constant nasty, petty-
minded stuff like this, whilst you gouge residents at every opportunity: 
parking in town, parking permits. The irony is that we need to be more 
entrepreneurial and think of more things, since the Council cancelled the 
hugely successful and profitable Air Show. The only reason our house is 
not on the market and we're not looking to move is that our kids are so 
settled here. Seeing as there are no job opportunities here in Southend 
(no events during Apprenticeship Week), the least we can offer them is a 
fast route into London. Doesn't help Southend's brain drain and talent 
shortage, but Southend Council only helps its mates and a very, very small 
circle of interested parties, so I have no loyalty any more. And this is true, 
because I sat on the board of Renaissance Southend, which put me off 
ever engaging with those people again. The venality and smugness. 
Because of this, I also know that you will massage the results you get to 
'evidence' or 'prove' that the 'will of the people' will only be met by 
slapping this anti-social order rubbish on all of us, regardless. I hope you 
didn't spend too many thousands on it.  

71.  Chairman of the residents association - I have large numbers of complaints 
every Summer from distressed elderly residents. It ruins their quality of life 
at a time when they should be enjoying a peaceful retirement. Please do 
all you can to prevent this 

72.  Apart from Car Cruises. Noise due to modified vehicles; cars, quad-bikes 
and motor-bikes is now common at all times of the day and night and all 
times of year and in most parts of the City. A nuisance resulting from not 
only vehicles transiting residential areas between the City boundary and 
the seafront but also from a few individuals joy-riding around the City 
roads. The proposed order ought to contain specific measures to tackle 
individual miscreants as well as multiple cruisers. 

73.  Having a car meeting in an area where one of their colleagues has already 
been killed seems ludicrous as well as being a nuisance to the residents of 
cliff parade Leigh on sea, the additional risk that the same thing could 
happen again is high 
It has also become very apparent to us that vehicles have had 
modifications to make them very loud and this makes sleeping especially 
during the summer months very difficult.  



74.  Aside from the problem caused by cruising, the litter left behind each time 
is disgusting. They should be made to tidy up. 

75.  It happens down barge pier road all year round. The litter including nitros 
oxide canisters, broken glass all-sorts of things in a school walk with small 
children. It needs a bin at least at the light that I've reported numerous 
times fixing at the top of the alleyway. The cars race along barge pier road 
and not just at night now. During the day also. Right next to the children's 
play park.  

76.  These negative behaviours are not limited to car cruising events and could 
easily overstep their intended audience or otherwise be used against 
those who may be associated with their vehicle and penalise them when 
another group are doing exactly the same negative behaviours not 
associated with their vehicle are not targeted. Southend should focus on 
providing safe streets in general and allow police to police car cruise 
events whether official, unofficial or casual grouping of friends in one 
place.  

77.  I have reported to the police on many occasions, the pulling of doughnuts, 
drifting etc, in the Fossetts Farm to Temple Farm Ind Est area. 
Loving at the northern end of Bournemouth Park Road, in spring/ summer, 
it’s intolerable, PSPO needs to extended to include this area. 

78.  Car cruising has been going on for years in Southend and is part of the 
seafront and pay of the culture of younger generations.The problem arises 
when you stop people doing it or restricting them - they then turn up in 
different areas and because it's forbidden drivers take more risks. If you 
can control where they do it, without banning it altogether, then surely 
most of the drivers will control themselves and will ensure the bad drivers 
do not get out of control. Make them more responsible rather than spoiling 
it for everyone. Why do we restrict, restrict and restrict peoples freedoms 
because of a minority?? Yes litter is annoying, noise is annoying, swearing 
is annoying but really how often is this happening and how many people 
have actually been hurt or sworn at?? There needs to be more evidence 
rather than producing an order based on hearsay. One day there might be 
no cars - and then we will be missing it!  

79.  No 
80.  As long as it’s done in a controlled manor and with respect to other road 

users and residents I have no real objection to car cruises. It’s people 
enjoying a hobby which on the whole does not impact others too much, it 
gives people a chance to socialise especially when more and more 
interactions are happening online it should be encouraged or at least 
applauded that face to face conversations are happening albeit around a 
motor car. Are they really redoing any harm? Or are they just younger 
people having a good time? 

81.  Shoebury Common Rd from Maplin Way to Shorehouse pub needs a 
speed camera to protect those crossing road to &amp; from Childrens play 
area. 
At times road is like Ssnta Pod race way  with cars and motor bikes 
travelling at multiples of speed limit 

82.  Would also help if cars were more frequently stopped for having noisy 
exhausts - these cars have a very detrimental impact on our 



neighbourhood. Noisy exhausts go down our road every day shaking the 
windows and waking us up. 

83.  The noise of traffic passing to and from these events is unbearable to 
those who live on roads toward the sea front such as Chalkwell Avenue. 
Also the additional pollution caused by cars often that are very un green.  

84.  Stop being ******** killjoys  
85.  This just seeks to penalise car enthusiasts who meet with like minded 

individuals to admire vehicles and bring much needed revenue to the 
seafront. The majority of car enthusiasts are law abiding people, Southend 
council would be better off addressing the litter problem in the high street 
and wider area which is truly shocking.  

86.  Some car cruises should be authorised as long as they are properly 
stewarded and managed 

87.  Dangerous driving especially speeding in modified vehicles, is a growing 
issue right across the city and needs to be curbed. 

88.  I am sad to be agreeing but these drivers leave us no choice, the noise 
and the dangers to themselves and others mean they have to behave . 
Love looking at the cars ,some are works of art but the noise and speed 
are completely anti social . 

89.  I personally dont see what the issue is provided people participating in 
these cruises are behaving in a sensible manner and are not parked up in 
a heavily populated area. Firstly the council prevented these from taking 
place on the seafront many years ago which has had a massive 
detriemental effect to many of the seafront traders and now it seems they 
want to just stop it everywhere. Perhaps they should rebrand it as a classic 
car meet as it seems the council takes no issue with those. 

90.  Agree it’s a good idea to have restrictions but should be able to allow car 
owners/drivers one day of sensible congregation and fun 

91.  Not all car fans are a menace to society. I believe the Council should 
consider the development of a track on a brownfield site such that 
appropriate and safe activities can take place. This would potentially be 
popular for various activities such as car meets, drifting, fairs etc. The 
development of the site should be taken forward in consultation with local 
car fans/drifters etc. Let's embrace a hobby which could be supported 
more proactively and safely. 

92.   Glad it covers Shoeburyness - please make sure it covers car parks like 
Gunners park - and that the council ensures these are locked on time as 
car rallies have happened when this has been neglected - such as for the 
fireworks wasting police time. 

93.   No further comment at this time. 
94.  Modified exhausts and revving engines as they pass under railway bridge 

on Chalkwell Avenue is extremely annoying and an invasion of privacy & 
peace 

95.  Perhaps offer organised events where sections of the seafront is closed 
off to allow this to happen safely? 

96.   I am a former head of Operational Policing for the Borough of Southend 
and oversaw the policing of car cruises 

97.  Needs to be in cooperation with Rochford DC or the cruisers will play off 
the two council against each other and move the issues there. 



98.  It is a very good idea. It is intimidating on the seafront on weekend 
evenings. 

99.  Look as far as I can tell an see southend sea is ima going down hill. Not 
because of the car cruises but the stopping of the cruises 99% of them are 
there as a static avent which all brings in alot of much needed revenue. By 
you trying to stop these events your stranging local businesses of profits 
they spend a lot in the front. Instead arrange some sort of support an work 
with the organisers in stead of looking at them as young trouble makers. 
Most of them are fall grown adults with there families an grandchildren 
which means more revenue. Yes has a patrol team issuing fines for 
unexpectedly driving an parking prob raise more money an awareness 
that way. Im a 50 year hoodlum an I spend atleast £50a night on my family. 
5/10 of the idiots can be fined quids in I think 

100.  I live near the seafront and the noise at the weekend is a big problem as it 
goes on all evening at the weekend so can't use the balcony. Had acoustic 
glass fitted on all windows and balcony doors at significant cost. Helps but 
the objects still vibrate in my flat when they turn the music up. Its the only 
thing that I really hate about Southend and I am going to move because of 
it. 

101.   The order should also cover the beach. 
102.  One of the main issues that doesn't seem to be highlighted is the mental 

anxiety and stress caused by these 'action seekers' Residents living within 
these noise affected areas often become agitated and unable to relax just 
waiting for the noise etc to begin- weekends and some week days. The 
loud noises the Car Cruisers generate are far more than just a nuisance, 
they can be viewed as a health hazard, as they often go into the night and 
early morning hours. Sleep become difficult and/or quite often disturbed - 
and we are told by health professionals the problems that sleep 
deprivation can bring on, especially in latter life. 

103.  I live in tower court, westcliff parade, the cars meet below on the seafront 
near the casino, the loud music makes the building vibrate, often cannot 
hear my tv. the back firing and speeding goes on until very late ,I have 
made several complaints to the police they never come when the noise is 
going on. I have also been in touch with the council. It wouldn't so much of 
an issue if it was regulated to maybe once a month and it ended at 9pm. 
Noise cameras would be good.it is hard to explain how it makes me feel. I 
find it so stressful. 

104.   The approach for prosecution should not be light or soft so the thought of 
"the police won't do anything" propagates amongst the community that is 
guilty of offenses. 

105.  I believe Southend has been a pivotal part of car culture for many years, 
putting a blanket ban on meets there would only encourage those out to 
cause trouble to be more antagonistic, if the meets are Static and Convoys 
are respectful of the area then they should be allowed to continue 

106.  This IS a Seaside resort ,traditionally these resorts should welcome visitors 
/residents of the area to participate in lawfull activities and it its Wrong to 
try and curtail the Publics enjoyment ,whatever thier interests are as long 
as they do not interfere with others enjoyment.........i do agree that the area 
should be Policed of course and those small minority who would otherwise 



spoil it with poor or dangerous activities should of course be dealt with 
accordingly. when you have large crowds in one place you will inevitably 
have a very small minority who need to be Policed. Most people who are 
in the direct area of a Car meet,wish to be there because they have a 
specific interest in Cars etc. The Seafront in particular is a BIG place for 
everyone to move about as they wish.......a Distinction should be ratified 
here, Car "Meets" which are predominantly static help local businesses to 
thrive and cause very little trouble in their very nature because they are 
just that .....Static. A Car "Cruise" on the other hand is predominantly a 
moving meet. So of course this needs the requirement of Police in 
attendance as mentioned above to ensure everybody......public alike 
enjoys themselves with no problems.. I must say I do not agree with and 
take exception to paragraph 6:6 which states "in Convoy" how can 
somebody be penalised for driving in accordance to the law in a safe 
manner on a public highway maybe with a freind in a vehicle in front or 
behind be a problem and indeed how and most importantly why should it 
and how can it be Policed? These people have for all intents and purpoese 
paid their Road tax.insurance,are licenced,are behaving in a safe manner 
so whats the issue? if there becomes reasonable grounds to enforce any 
action on the small minority it should be applied as stated above 

107.  I don’t see an issue with people enjoying themselves and their passion for 
vehicles. 

108.  Noise from exhaust back-firing excessive at weekends causing lack of 
sleep. Also impact on visitors wanting to come to Southend. Parking on 
cycling lanes during major meets and cruising of cars not fair to people 
wishing to use the area for normal use. Very intimidating if out, you feel 
vulnerable, mainly because their attitudes and lack of respect for others. 

109.  Putting theses Pspo orders in place is only making they people from the 
car community go racing up and down public roads. If the council worked 
with the car clubs direct spoke to the admin and worked with them witch 
places to park where we could pay for parking witch would show respect 
to locals and other road users. Taken the car clubs off the road and having 
them static parked is safer then having them racing up and down the a127 
a13. The council need to look at this issue and decide what is safer being 
parked up static with pspo officers manning the area to make sure no one 
is doing dangerous driving. Or forcing them to go to the roads and driving 
in a dangerous manner. The Same with Southend on sea it has been 
known for years for its weekend meets to show of your car etc why parked 
up witch is a part of the history for Southend that can be dated back to 50 
years plus. The council is killing historic moments as well as forcing 
dangerous driving when you put in this pspo order and the disbursement 
order 

110.  I had one experience where my grandchildren were scared by the noise, 
but it also creates anti-social behaviour 

111.  As a car brand I completely support the councils intentions to shut down 
and crack down on bad behaviour from car enthusiasts BUT I must stress 
that just like nightclubs the majority of people who attend are well 
behaved and just go out to enjoy a night out. I only hold shows and events 
on private grounds policing revs, and driver behaviour myself. I propose 



that any club planning to hold a meet there MUST get council permission 
and are told they are responsible for the behaviour of attendees on the 
night. This will massively put off those who do not wish to police their own 
crowds. This may be hard to police as it’s in a public space but the owners 
of these meets need to start bearing personal responsibility for drawing a 
crowd together in public places. I believe the council should take this 
approach and adapt as they see fit as it’s good for the local economy to 
have the car people there but also puts accountability onto meet holders. 

112.  I think its a good idea. Will get the extra business back while maintaining 
safety in the streets. But espescially, may inspire a higher level of respect 
for the roads. Just like all busy tourism times in southend, there is always a 
lot of littering and awful parking, which will hopefully be improved with this 
new PSPO 

113.  The police would be better suited to solving real crime no officers turn up 
to robberys or stabbings but they obsess over modified cars which hurts 
no one 

114.  Excessive car noise is torture. Be it a modified exhaust or the bass of a car 
sound system. Those that do this sort of thing take far up too much of the 
soundscape.. It cannot be over emphasised just how damaging the above 
are on a conscious and subconscious level. Our City is in a constant state 
of ever increasing stress and everyone needs to do their best to alleviate 
this. Stop loud exhausts that are modified to annoy people. Stop excessive 
bass. Prohibit 24/7. 

115.  It should be standard practice/policy/procedure for police to stop this type 
of activity; it shouldn't have to take a PSPO to enforce it 

116.  There are cars racing at excessive speeds up and down Salisbury Ave 
every night, at between midnight and 3am with their exhausts backfiring. 
There are also massive problems for residents of Victoria West (and in 
particular Salisbury Ave) from the parents dropping kids of at schools who 
have stand-offs where nobody will give way, parking on the pavements, 
texting on mobiles whilst driving, having loud arguments outside resident's 
homes, and dropping litter everywhere. 

117.  There were, some years ago, organised events on the golden mile (I'm old) 
where people could park 'vehicles of interest' and owners, friends and 
spectators etc. could meet and chat about the vehicles etc. This managed 
the desire for display and showing off the vehicles without causing distress 
or upset to the general public. Of course there was a cost most, if not all, 
of which was met by the Council and the Police. I appreciate that the 
Council has financial pressures, but a contribution from the BID budget 
might be justified! 

118.  Feel these young people need an authorised safe space to meet up and 
enjoy their cars. 

119.  I believe that this is a waste of time as all of the proposed restrictions are 
already prohibited, what we lack is the staff to police it. What is the point in 
prohibiting something in a specific area if its already prohibited, how is this 
to be policed? I live on the London Rd/Thames drive junction and it's very 
common, especially in the summer months for several cars waiting at the 
lights to rev their engines up to make the exhaust pop and bang then race 



up the London Rd or thames drive at well above the speed limit. If we 
cannot afford more police, can we at least afford cameras? 

120.  This is only about a very minor number of people who choose to live near 
the seafront are upset with other people using the seafront for other 
activities. The more they complain the more likely the event will move to 
other areas. The true public need is for the local council to host what 
people come to Southend for. 

121.  Cars sensibly cruising behind each other should t be banned as it’s not a 
crime or offence in anyway shape or from. This policy has some use but 
otherwise restricting. By causing restore room on things like cruise ig it is 
anti social, many young individuals go to static meets and cruises to fit in 
with people and make new friends by doing this your stopping the 
younger generation from being with each other and killing hobbies for 
those who are sensible. I attend static meets where no anti social 
behaviour is displayed and cruise with friends to get there. This is not a 
crime and by implementing these policy’s you are creating anti social 
behaviour by breaking up a socialist gathering event 
 

122.  The car cruises that have taken place in recent years have many members 
that are respectful and whilst a few individuals may cause a nuisance 
(usually those younger) the majority of the people who attend car cruises 
do so as a hobby and to converse about this as opposed to causing a 
nuisance. It should be noted that the car cruises specifically those that 
have taken place around the seafront has provided local businesses with 
plenty of custom and those who have attended have remained respectful. 
It would be in the best interest of everybody if as opposed to banning 
these car cruises, there was a specific location available for these 
individuals to take part in this 

123.  you wont be able to police it so stop wasting time and resources on 
people who are not committing real crimes maybe a little bit annoying at 
best; you will just divert police to soft targets to raise stats - go deal with 
the real crimes in the area such as knife and drugs 

124.   I live along Clifftown Parade and during the spring/summer months friday 
to sunday the noise and behavior of these car drivers are very disturbing 
to the local community and the environment. I can't even have my 
windows open. We don't need this and extra pollution. My daughters work 
at Adventure island and feel very unsafe at the end of their shifts with all 
these cars making a nuisance circling the seafront and only feel safe when 
I walk down and pick them up. 

125.  Preventing the anti-social and/or inconsiderate behaviour will make life 
better not just for residents but also for those who organise properly 
managed events. 

126.  Driving high speed around residential streets, dangerous and noisey 
127.  Any regulation and control would be welcome limiting the use of modified 

vehicles. We have high number of people racing on loud motorbikes even 
on our streets disturbing the neighborhood. Living few minutes away from 
the seafront we can always hear cars and motorbikes racing on the 
seafront late at night as well. The speed and noise of these modified cars 



and motorbikes have serious impact on children and pets even in the 
residential areas and streets and should not be allowed to pass their MOT 

128.  This can't come soon enough. We live just off Eastern Avenue and most 
evenings we can hear the racing and the backfiring and it puts us on edge. 
We're convinced that if something is not done there will be loss of life 

129.  I live by Eastern Avenue and a lot of car racing goes on, including motor 
bikes along the road and in Waitrose car park, especially in the Summer 
months. I don’t really like going to the seafront anymore due to the drunks, 
the swearing, smoking ‘whacky baccy’ and the racing. This affects my 
husbands anxiety and my Mother in Law 

130.  Cars left running for a long time, hours sometimes with music blaring on 
Chalkwell Esplanade at night stops people sleeping. 

131.  I’m owner of Hertscruzers car club and we often attend events all over 
Essex, we are an older group and all our meets are strictly static only with 
no noise! We regularly attend Steve’s breakfast meet at North Weald 
Airfield and very little complaints from land owner or local residents, 
anyone who endangers the clubs is immediately rejected from meet and 
club. If you stop clubs meeting in a certain area all it will do is make 7 -12 
unsupervised mini meets where it’s will encourage more unsafe driving. 
How would you deal with antisocial drinking in Essex? Ban sales of alcohol 
to everyone? Shall we brand everyone the same? My Nan loves a port with 
her Sunday roast so let’s label her an alcoholic and ban her from alcohol 
Why don’t you try working with local clubs, if your willing to invest that 
money in another 10 police cars plus another 20 officers to disperse the 
meets and the ooor police chasing their own tails all night? Give us a 
police car and 2 officers and agree a place to meet instead then it’s 
supervised. Surely something like that would be a lot cheaper?? 

132.  If there is a mild police presence there shouldn't be to much of a problem. 
133.  The noise has been so bad that we have had to call the police to complain. 

We are opposite the Genting Casino and with double glazed windows 
closed we have been unable to hear our own television. The noise is 
excessively loud and late into the night. 

134.  The PSPO should extend to motorbike gatherings as well as car cruises 
due to the antisocial behaviour caused by both groups. 

135.  The council have killed Southend sea front with all the silly politics about 
car cruises, all the poor already struggling businesses are missing out on 
extra people coming down to visit and show off their cars. Yes the odd silly 
person many miss behave and should be delta with accordingly, but I think 
more efforts should be focused on all the coach loads of people that come 
down in the summer months that leave litter all over our beaches and 
disrespect our beach’s and our community we live in, all those that stand 
around in broad daylight taking drugs, particularly the ones that stand 
around inhaling balloons, yet bouncers and police patrolling the sea front 
seemed to do nothing about it. Yet they seem quick to jump on someone 
that has pretty lights or a body kit on their car. I know I would prefer my 
children to see pretty cars than the amount of drug taking and littering 
down the sea front. I remember the days when the sea front used to be 
packed in the evenings, now it’s completely dead and a lot of businesses 
closed for good! Such a shame especially when you want your children to 



have the found memories of the sea front as what you did as kid growing 
up. I still remember the mass success of the Legal Cruise that was 
organised down Southend sea front many many years ago. 

136.  Since these orders have been in place, the sea front ha become empty 
and lifeless. As somone with a classic car who grew up spending time at 
the sea front with friends it's heart braking watching the businesses 
closing down and the attraction to the sea front and southend lessen. The 
though that I could be prosecuted for driving with a friends in southend is 
ridiculous! I fully support cracking down on dangerous driving ect but 
having people prosecuted for driving in a "convoy" is just ridiculous? 
Would this count if you was in a funeral convoy? Let's stop dangerous 
driving and the use of drugs on the sea front. Not attack and punish the 
people who are not taking part in such activities. 

137.  I really wonder about asking about this issue when the outcome and need 
is not in doubt.. Presumably it will be enforced by the police to the extent 
that it always has been. The survey smacks of a public relations exercise. 
In this area of Southend Jet Skis are a significant source of noise in the 
Summer months. 

138.   I feel like what has been proposed here is extremely strict. Of course I 
understand how a lot of points mentioned here can be dangerous to the 
public, however the pspo comes across that even parking up and chatting 
to friends around cars will land you with a conviction. Also driving in 
convoy seems a very silly proposal to land you in trouble as many people 
drive in convoy, not just car cruises, i.e. people driving together to 
restaurants or theatres who may also cause a danger if they have to stay 
together. Also what if people are travelling together to an organised show 
or event? You will kill many of the local shows which provide income for 
many local businesses and families. I feel that If this is to come into affect 
you need to provide some leniency for car enthusiasts, somewhere they 
can or times when they can come together to meet and discuss their cars. 
I also believe if you remove the rights of car enthusiasts you will see an 
increase in other anti social behaviours such as alcohol and drug abuse as 
you are preventing them from their hobbies. I'm not ignorant, I am aware 
that there is a lot of antisocial and dangerous driving that happens within 
the car community, however I believe you're only looking at the 5% who 
are behaving antisocially and ignoring the 95% who do abide by the law 
and are only out there to enjoy their cars. 

139.  Yes, can you also enforce the law regarding use of e-scooters in public 
places &amp; cycling in pedestrianised areas. 

140.  Car cruises are part of Southends rich &amp; diverse culture. It’s a shame 
that people in power are trying to ban something just because it differs 
from their own views. There’s a word for that, discrimination. 

141.  The Southend cruise scene is iconic, cruisers should be subjected to the 
law like anyone else, but not anymore than anyone else. Driving in convoy, 
and loud music have never caused harm to anyone. Southend has an 
issue with prostitution, knife crime and drug dealing that the police are 
slow to react on and respond to. Young people who are passionate about 
their cars need not be the focus if the police. The council need to protect 
residents in the immediate Southend area from actual crime. 



142.   I'm glad something is being done about this ongoing anti social issue that 
impacts the productivity / happiness of anyone in the area. 

143.  This as become a big problem on the seafront and the anti social 
behaviour goes on into the early hours of the morning. We get woken up 
with loud music and cars exhaust that back fire. Also cars wheel spinning 
up and down past the Westcliff casino .something needs to be done about 
this behaviour. 

144.   There are genuine car enthusiasts that's getting tarnished with the same 
brush yes there is anti social side to sea front cruises but there is anti 
social in everything shall we ban bingo cause someone makes a noise ban 
bowls cause people cheer how about we ban eating out at restaurants 
because some people chew to loud I agree stunts are against the rules but 
the organisers make it clear that stunts are not welcome and being 
banned will result in a huge protest from car enthusiasts nationwide that 
will cause more disruption. 

145.   I have witnessed both noise and excessive speed relating to car cruises. I 
have also witnessed damage caused to car parks at Shoebury Beach 
which also cause a nuisance to the public who were attempting to leave 
the car park behind the Beach Huts. Several children appeared to be 
terrified by the noise and speed of teh vehicles involved. 

146.  I'm pleased that the proposed restricted area incorporates residential 
areas and the north of the city, and not just limited to the seafront. The 
major problem for me is that modified vehicles, engineered to generate 
excessive noise, drive at high speed in residential areas, particularly late at 
night and into the early hours of the morning. I live in The Grove, and this 
street is used as a rat-run by cruisers, particularly as many cruise car 
owners live in the surrounding streets, but ours is one of only a few streets 
in the area without traffic calming measures. The vibration from modified 
exhausts and heavy bass from sound systems has contributed to render 
on my property cracking, and it occasionally triggers car alarms in passing 
too. The worst impact however is the late night speedway you can hear 
happening on Royal Artillery Way and Fossets Way. This usually starts 
nightly at around 10pm and often goes on until 2am. So much revving and 
speeding which keeps me awake, plus it's so dangerous, even from half a 
mile away! I would really like to see average speed cameras installed on 
those 2 roads where the speeding happens, and I would even consider 
contributing financially to installing speed humps in my own street. But I'm 
glad this is being talked about as a wider project. Thank you for taking 
these first steps to improve our quality of life. 

147.  Personally feel that this needs to be looked at especially outside the 
Genting Casino. Summer months on the seafront. 

148.  how is this to be policed? 
149.  Car meets that are prearranged with the council on Southend seafront are 

attended by drivers who respect the surroundings and other people. 
Everyone at any age can be seen enjoying looking at the cars - these 
meets should still go ahead. It is the illegal meets that cause the issue and 
the damage. Another case of the minority spoiling it for others. We have 
more of an issue with disrespectful people using trains to come and cause 



violence and chaos. With an already underfunded and overstretched 
Police service, I do not know how enforcements can take place. 

150.  I have no objections to Car Cruises or Motor bike get togethers, its always 
been a part of Southend life and culture. The majority of riders/drivers are 
well behaved with the majority of bikes or cars below the acceptable 
sound levels. I do strongly object to the fashion of modifying vehicles to be 
as loud as possible. I live at Cliff Gardens, Leigh on Sea and this behaviour 
really does affect our quality of life. It wakes us all up at night frequently. 
Young people need an outlet, and to own a vehicle your proud of requires 
money, dedication and hard work. All great virtues and something to be 
applauded. So it would be a shame to blanket ban all cruises. My solution 
would be to install noise cameras along the Seafront and along Cliff 
Gardens / Grand Parade etc to decrease the noise pollution. I have not 
experienced the other behaviour mentioned above so cant give an opinion 
on littering and abusive behaviour etc. 

151.  Living in Chalkwell Avenue, we are affected by the noise of modified 
vehicles - popping and loud sounds and speeding cars, plus litter 
everywhere. The summer is much worse, when they all come to the 
seafront. The pollution is also a problem. 

152.  Living in Chalkwell Avenue, we are affected by the noise of modified 
vehicles - popping and loud sounds and speeding cars, plus litter 
everywhere. The summer is much worse, when they all come to the 
seafront. The pollution is also a problem. 

153.  I do enjoy the Southend Shakedown though. I dont appreciate the Subaru 
monthly cruise that meet by speed camera on the corner of Grosvenor 
Road and The Leas 

154.   Quad Bike riders are the worst for noise and anti social behaviour 
155.  We live in the Leas and I and others recently campaigned for a central 

reservation crossing to be installed outside The Shore (Building )22-23 
The Leas. This has made a big improvement safety wise for the public 
crossing the Road but not improved the antisocial behaviours of both 
Bikes and Cars speeding and causing Noise nuisance. It really is a BIG 
issue along this part of the Seafront . 

156.  As a resident of The Shore on the sea front we are affected more than 
most and have a front row view of all of the anti social behaviour caused 
by both cars and motor bikes in the area. There will be a serious accident 
one day! 

157.  The noise pollution from car cruising/racers is unbeatable, the decibel 
level must be dangerous. 

158.  The high speed., noise every hour including late at night especially it 
shakes my apartment in every room. 
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